HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
on account of his sincere faith in his father, kept him alwaj^s in
his mind's eye, whenever he did right or abstained from wrong.
Even after the martyrdom of his father he never deviated a
little from this habit. He believed that his father was watching
him in all his actions, and so. he did everything in a manner
befitting his father's satisfaction. In obedience to the command
of his father, Hazrat-i-Ala, while yet a child, had promised
that he and his children would not smoke huqqa; he has kept
this word till this day, i.e., after the expiry of forty years since
the martyrdom of his father. He deemed the huqqa one of
the things forbidden by the religious law, and strictly enjoined
his sons not to smoke. His brothers marshalled armies against
him, yet he forgave their faults out of regard for the spirit of
his noble father, and conferred favours 011 them. He bestowed
on them rich faglrs worthy of amirs. Only one of his surviving
brothers, Abdtfl-Wahhab Khan, with the title Shukohu'l Mulk
has always been his boon companion and friend. Thus the
affection between the father and the son was like that between
a pair of lovers. The significance of this relationship may be
best understood from a letter written by the Nawwab Shahid
in his own hand, and despatched to IlaBrat-i-Ala who after
finishing his work with the palayagars, had returned to a place
adjacent to Nattharnagar and was thinking of presenting himself
before his father the next day.
The. letter of the Nawzvab Shahid
"I do not know if you have come,
How pleasing it will be if you come hither soon
Refreshing like the morning breeze over the plain!
The fragrance is fanned from the distant flower,
But O! flower! how pleasing it will be
If you out-distance your fragrance,
Write to me the time of your arrival.
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